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. ' Dear Mr thchle -
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Coe T ﬁ. I am an apracot cherry and peach grower from the Santa oo
S0 ‘Clara Valley.. Our family farms about. 70" acres of orchards in - \;s'
. .. Morgan Hill, and we ‘receive water for 1rr1gatlon purposes from. the
;.. % .Bureau of" Reclamatron(yla the Santa Clara Nalley Water Dlstrlct
e .'Although ‘the, Cal-Fed . plan can serlously affect the avallablllty ;
‘of our 1rrlgatlon water, my comments regardlng ‘the Cal- Fed plan fﬁfr
relate to: Callfornla s agrlcultural~1ndustry as a whole } 2
} K %
S e A The Cal Fed plan to convert nearly 250 OOO acres of farmland
C .. to habltat and other uses is" of, great concern to me and _many of. ,
. . my fellow farmers. A comprehen51ve study should ‘be 1n1t1ated to; RN
) RN determlne the env1ronmental & economic 1mpact of such ‘a land . .
A f,;conver51on Cal Fed must seek. ways no av01d convertlng farmland .. .
o . to other uses.” Entire communities-and groups of farm workers B »
could be negatlvely affected by the Cal Fed program F - RS
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S - vif‘h I belleve that in trylng to protect the env1ronment the .
3 ‘Cal-Fed plan could actually harm the env1ronment Many spec1es
oF Wlldllie currently OCCupy tue Iarmlauu bal e, yruyubub (i o pmtiai et

R .. take out of production agrlculture This w1ldllfe is present
L , beeause of the habitat prov1ded by -farmers and ranchers. FARERR
_ ~~ Historically, the government has not done an ‘good job of S
-, ‘a'protectlng and repopulatlng these species. Cooperatlve t '
o iarrangements»w1th landowners have worked better .l*f g,'af
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- S Farmers & Ranchers can run’ w1ld11fe frlendly, productlve ' fif‘\J},
T operatlons only if ‘they" ‘have’ anvadequate rellable, and. ’ S
',affordable water supply Farmland will" lose dts. value both as v

"habitat ahd as a’ v1tal food resource for Callfornla s’ grow1ng R

| o ;” populatlon . 5 S : .
N b .’1{1 ) R s i i ; N L - g “_‘ 7 e ' . N
R ; Government already owns flftY percent of’ Callfornla s one A
:hundred millioh acrest I belleve the Cal- Fed plan should conduct R

its habltat restoratlon.work on’ ex1st1ng government -owned . land(, o
- 1nstead of convertlng‘even more. prlvate land to,; government i
*ownershlp - California farmland is a naturaL/resource ‘of global
’;,1mportance and needs to remaln 1n agrlcultural productlon
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'As'a“farmer I recognlze and support the need to use water

more eff1c1ently ‘and have 1nstalled at ‘great capltal expense, a,
-micro, sprinkler irrigation. system on our: famlly s 70 acre- orchard

"operation. Callfornla farmers as.a whole havetlncreased

agrlcultural productlon by two-thirds since 1967, ~while us1ng
less water: Farmers ' generally ‘don't need addltlonal new water.
, But farmers recognize-that . the need to insure that there . is

’ enough water_to satisfy Cal-Fed's. env1ronmental goals,’espec1allyf
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in dry vears will seriously” 1mpaqt the avallablllty of water to. v
Callfornla s farmers and ranchers. It is my - feellnq ‘the:-only anV'
to guarantee adequate water supplles for all uses, especially -

during droughts\ is to- capture more. water: durding wet w1nters

especially in above- ground reserv01rs - Farmers know the -

: a_uprlorltles for water are for env1ronmental and urbin uses.

- years of water shortages farmerSf farm workers. and many smal
communltles w1ll suffer as a result of lost water supplles
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Last year at the 51xteen Cal Fed hearlngs held around the'

' state 800" farmers,'ranchers and their families and nelghbors

testlfled\on behalf of Callfornla agriculture.> These people
st'ewards of the. env1ronment ‘managing land and water that

. produces “food, w1ldllfe and oxygen: .It is a great- dlsapp01ntment -
to me that” Cal Fed andtlts\agenc1es have turned a- deaf -ear to the:»

concerns of these Callfornla 01tlzens
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'*”v Cal Fed should not flnallze 1ts plan untll 01tlzens have 'f,x,v o
adequate opportunlty to rev1ew and comment’ -upon it. It is-too- SN
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encompassing .a plan to rushvto 1mplementat10n For this reason,,
‘Cal-Fed should extent ‘the comment period on. the - flnal EIS/EIR and AR
‘also hold public hearlngs to 'explain-what the’ plan actually does . W

and how it w1ll affect the people of Callfornla
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.ce: Serator Dianne Feinstein - = L
. < Senator Barbara Boxer ‘

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren o

Governor- Gray Davis , R Uiy

. State .Sen. Bruce. McPherson O S SRR
Assemblyman Peter. Frusetta = ’ SO AR
Santa_Clara County Superv1sor Don Gage v :

ASanta Clara Valley Water Dlstrlct ‘Board of Dlrectors QNF
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